
Secondary Sources


What Do You Know?


1. What are the secondary sources? (Encircle all that apply.)

Secondary sources are...

A. Materials written by experts that summarize, discuss, explain, interpret and sometimes critique case law and legislation.

B. Materials written by experts that help you situate and contextualize the legal problem or debate.

C. Legal commentary, that are vital preliminary tools designed to help you: understand the law, locate key cases and statutes, and frame legal issues.

D. Are not cited as a binding authority.

E. Legal encyclopedia, textbooks and treatises are excellent places to begin your research.

2. Materials written by experts that summarize, discuss, explain, interpret and sometimes critique case law and legislation are secondary sources and can be found in... (Encircle all the apply.)

A. Textbooks

B. Treatises

C. Restatements of the law

D. Legal encyclopedias

E. Periodicals and journal articles

F. Case digests and commentary

G. Government documents

H. Annotated codes or acts

I. Legal dictionaries and books of words and phrases

Answers

Question 1

A, B, C, D and E
Answers in more detail:

A. Correct. Secondary sources summarize, discuss, explain, interpret and sometimes critique case law and legislation.
B. Correct. Secondary sources help you situate and contextualize.

C. Correct. Secondary sources are legal commentary designed to help you understand the law, locate key cases and statutes, and frame legal issues.

D. Correct. unlike primary sources, secondary sources are necer cited as binding authority.

E. Correct. Legal encycolpedia, textbooks and treatises are approachable and provide a broad overview and summary of a particular legal subject. It is for this reason that they are an excellent place to begin.

Question 2

A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I
