
Ontario Legislation


What Do You Know?


1. Why do you think it is important to determine if there is any legislation that applies to the legal problem you are researching?
(Write down your answer in the space below and compare it to the sample answer provided in the “Answers” section of this document.)
2. What is a statute? (Encircle all that apply.)

A. A proposed law being considered by a legislative body;

B. A three-dimensional representation;

C. A legislative body that can debate bills and create laws;

D. A bill, passed by legislature and becomes binding;

3. Read the following situation:
Sam has discovered that his next-door neighbour, Tim, has been videotaping all of Sam’s activities through the window of his house and is now considering selling the results to others. Sam does not have any blinds or coverings on his windows, so anyone passing by his house can see inside. You have heard that some provinces have enacted legislation protecting citizens against certain types of breaches of privacy. 
What should be one of your initial steps in determining whether any such law exists in Ontario? (Encircle the correct step.)
A. Conduct searches in electronic databases

B. Review secondary source material relevant to this legal context

4. You are working on a privacy law question for a senior partner who recently heard that Ontario is considering enacting a statute called the Breach of Privacy Act. She wants to know more about the scope of this act. How should you proceed? (Write down your answer in the space below and compare it to the sample answer provided in the “Answers” section of this document.)
Answers

Question 1

As you will learn in this module, legislation governs and is binding over case law, the courts, and administrative bodies. It is often determinative of the legal question you are researching and is therefore a crucial part of any legal research.

Question 2

D
Answers in more detail:

A. Incorrect. A bill is a proposed law that is being considered by a legislative body.

B. Incorrect. A statue is three-dimensional representation of a person, but not a statute.
C. Incorrect.
D. Correct. Once a bill gets passed by legislature and becomes binding, it is called a statute or act.

Question 3

B. The best place to start is to review secondary source material discussing privacy law. If you select good sources, they will tell you whether any legislation exists in Ontario. Locating legislation via keyword searches is often ineffective, inefficient, and of little assistance.

Question 4

As you will learn in this module, there are various research steps and available sources to answer this question, including confirming the status of the bill, verifying if it is in force, investigating whether it has been amended, and locating case law to determine if it will apply. Two good starting points would be the website for the Legislative Assembly of Ontario and the e-laws website from the Office of the Attorney General for Ontario.


