
Ontario Legislation - Review


Activity 1
1. Why do you think it is important to determine if there is any legislation that applies to the legal problem you are researching?
(Write down your answer in the space below and compare it to the sample answer provided in the “Answers” section of this document.)

2. What is the difference between a bill, a statute, and a regulation?
(Write down your answer in the space below and compare it to the sample answer provided in the “Answers” section of this document.)

3. Consider this fact scenario.  Sam has discovered his next door neighbour, Tim, has been videotaping all of Sam’s activities through the window of his house and is now considering selling the results to others.   Sam does not have any blinds or window shades his windows so anyone passing by his house can see inside.  You read a few months ago that Ontario was considering enacting a statute called the Breach of Privacy Act that would establish a civil claim for breach of privacy and think it could be useful. 

Where should you look first, and what would be your next steps to confirm that this statute could govern this situation and be of assistance to you?
(Write down your answer in the space below and compare it to the sample answer provided in the “Answers” section of this document.)

Answers

Question 1

Legislation governs and is binding over case law, the courts, and administrative bodies.  It therefore could be determinative of the legal question you are researching.
Question 2

A statute is a binding piece of legislation.  A bill is a statute before it reaches this stage and receives Royal Assent.  A regulation is issued by the executive branch of government pursuant to a statute. 
Question 3

There are various research steps and available sources to answer this question, including confirming whether the named statute is still a bill or has become a governing statute on the Legislative Assembly website, verifying if it is in force, investigating whether it has been amended, and locating case law to determine if it will apply.   

