
Legal Journals and Periodicals


What Do You Know?

1. Consider the following scenario:  
You are conducting a search related to discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.
Why would you search for periodical literature?  (Write down your answer in the space below and compare it to the sample answer provided in the “Answers” section of this document.)
2. Which of the following are true of legal periodicals? (Encircle all that apply.)
 In general, periodical articles...

A. Describe and explain a particular legal topic;

B. Analyze jurisprudence and legislation;

C. Offer unique perspectives on a discrete legal topic;

D. Provide explanations and critiques of particular judgments;

E. Discuss, and/or speculate about emerging legal issues

Answers

Question 1

As you will learn in this module, legal journals are an excellent source of scholarly literature. Due to their currency, periodical articles are especially useful when you are researching a relatively new or emerging legal issue. Moreover, journal articles often refer to, and comment on relevant court cases and legislation. As such, they will help you locate relevant primary material.

Question 2

A, B, C, D and E
