
Federal Legislation


What Do You Know?


1. Consider the following scenario:
You are conducting a search related to the decriminalization of certain drugs. A colleague points you towards legislative research.

Why is legislative research an important element in legal research? (Write down your answer in the space below and compare it to the sample answer provided in the “Answers” section of this document.)
2. Which branch of the government is responsible for managing and administering the daily bureaucratic of the provinces? (Encircle all that apply.)
A. The Executive

B. The Legislature

C. The Judiciary

3. What is a Bill - Which of the following statements are true? (Encircle all that apply.)

A. A bill is a binding piece of legislation.

B. A bill is a piece of legislation passed by a legislative body.

C. A bill is a piece of legislation currently before a legislative body.

D. A bill is a piece of legislation issued by the executive branch of government.

E. A draft or proposed piece of legislation making its way through the legislature becomes a bill once it has received Royal Assent.

4. There are various types of Legislation i.e. bill, statute, regulation. What is the distinction between a ‘bill’ and a ‘statute’? (Write down your answer in the space below and compare it to the sample answer provided in the “Answers” section of this document.) 

Answers

Question 1

As you will learn in this module, legislation governs and is binding over case law, the courts, and administrative bodies. It is often determinative of the legal question you are researching and is therefore a crucial part of any legal research.

Question 2

A

Answers in more detail:

A. Correct. The Executive is responsible for managing and administering the daily bureaucratic affairs of the province.
B. Incorrect. The Legislature debates and creates provincial statutes.
C. Incorrect. The judiciary interprets and applies the law.

Question 3

C

Question 4

A bill is a proposed law being considered by a legislative body. Once it gets passed by that legislature and becomes binding, it is called a statute or act. Only legislative bodies can debate bills and create laws. The executive branch of government, or Cabinet, has only the power to issue statutory orders and regulations. This module will discuss these distinctions in greater detail.
