Case Law and the Canadian Abridgment

Activity 1

1. If you don’t find the topic you are looking for when browsing the paper version of the Canadian Abridgment case digests (i.e. it is not listed on the spine of one of the books or in one of the Tables of Classification), you can use this book to find out where your topic may be kept:

A. Consolidated Table of Cases

B. Key and Research Guide

C. General Index

D. Words and Phrases

2. Canadian Case Citations is primarily used to:

A. Find the history and judicial treatment of a case.

B. Check the citation to a case.

C. Verify how cases have applied statutory law.

D. Find articles written on a specific case.

3. The Index to Canadian Legal Literature (ICLL) (part of the Canadian Abridgment) is used to find case comments (articles about cases)?
True or False?

4. A specialized law reporter publishes cases from a specific jurisdiction only (e.g. only cases from Ontario).
True or False?

Activity 2

1. You have been charged with fraud under s 365 of the Criminal Code. Which of the following are effective tools with which to start your research? (encircle on all that apply)

A. Secondary sources

B. Legal encyclopedia

C. Annotated code

D. Case law indexes

E. Commercial online or legal information institute databases   

Answers

Activity 1:

1. C

2. A

3. True

4. False

Activity 2:

A. Secondary sources: Yes! A textbook on criminal law, for example, will give you more background on the fraud provisions and required elements.
B. Legal encyclopedia: Yes! An encyclopedia such as the Canadian Encyclopedic Digest (CED) or Halsbury’s Laws of Canada will discuss the elements required to prove a fraud case in more detail.
C. Annotated code: Yes! Use an annotated code such as Martin’s Annual Criminal Code to find other cases brought specifically under s 365.
D. Case law indexes: Yes! A case law index, such as the Canadian Abridgment or the Canada Digest, organizes and classifies cases by subject area of law, so you can rapidly find cases on the same subject.
E. Commercial online or legal information institute databases: While not as effective as the other sources listed here, you can search for more cases or secondary sources using these databases.
